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Council of Europe Profile – the next stage 

The next stage of the Council of Europe’s Profile of Sheffield’s Language Policies is now at an advanced stage 
of planning.  After the week long visit in January, the experts have now produced their ‘Experts’ Report’, which 
will be presented and discussed at the Round Table, to take place in Sheffield on Tuesday February 24th next 
year.  This report goes alongside the ‘City Report’ which was produced at the end of last year, and is available 
on the Council of Europe website on the Language Policy Division link 
(www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Profils1_EN.asp)  
 
The group of four Council of Europe experts is led by Professor David Little of Trinity College Dublin.  The 
other members of the team are Dr. Ingrid Gogolin (University of Hamburg), Dr. Piet Van Avermaet (University 
of Ghent) and Mag. Sabine Tritscher-Archan, from a business research institute in Vienna.  The experts were 
accompanied by Mme. Philia Thalgott from the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg. 
 
In a very busy week-long visit at the end of January this year, they visited organisations across the city, and 
saw what role languages played in the life of the city, including seeing language learning at work and in 
school.  They visited both universities, all four Specialist Language Colleges, two primaries – Ecclesall Junior 
and Monteney – the Sheffield College, the Primary Care Trust and the work of SCAIS, the Regional Language 
Network Yorkshire and the Humber, the Chamber of Commerce, Creative Sheffield, and two businesses 
prominent in their use of foreign languages, Gripple Ltd. in Sheffield and AESSeals in Rotherham. 
 
The Round Table will bring together all those who participated in the study visit, from education, business, the 
City Council and the health service, and will address four topics: ‘Sheffield’s languages – diversity and 
equality’; ‘languages in education, society and the world of work’; ‘language teaching and teacher training’, 
and ‘the challenges of cooperation and coordination of a city languages strategy’.  The Council Leader (Cllr. 
Paul Scriven) and the city’s Chief Executive (John Mothersole) will attend the opening session, and Dr. Lid 
King, the National Director for Languages will be present all day. 
 
From the day’s agenda it is clear that the Profile is intended to act as the stimulus for the renewal of the City 
Languages Strategy, which dates from 2004.  The Round Table will be a major opportunity to make the 
general public and many of the city’s decision-makers more aware of the significance of languages within the 
city and in the developing areas for Sheffield of inward investment and external relations. 
 
After the Round Table, a Final Report will be produced by the experts, with the agreement of the two Sheffield 
co-ordinators, Tania Sanders and Mike Reynolds.  As is the custom with Council of Europe Languages Policy 
Profiles, the Final Report will have to be signed off by the two chief authorities in the city.  Through this 
requirement, it is hoped that the Profile will exert the proper influence in the city, and give languages the 
profile they need in the city’s economic and social development and community cohesion. 
 
The Round Table is being organised by Languages Sheffield, in conjunction with the local authority (Tania 
Sanders of CYPD at Bannerdale).  Languages Sheffield gratefully acknowledges the help of Creative Sheffield 
in organising the event. 
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“Our Languages”: Supplementary Schools and Mainstream Schools Working in Partnership 

Three Sheffield community schools and three Sheffield mainstream schools are involved in an innovative project 
set up by CILT, the National Centre for Languages, and the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust.  The “Our 
Languages” Project promotes community languages teaching and learning through partnerships between 
complementary and mainstream schools.  

The 'Our Languages' project, funded by the Department for Children, Schools and Families, encourages 
community cohesion, celebrates pupil achievement and promotes plurilingualism.  Regional „clusters‟, i.e. 
partnerships of one mainstream and one complementary school, across England involve schools in a variety of 
activities. Three of the four Yorkshire clusters are set in Sheffield.  

King Edward VII School, Silverdale School and Springfield Primary School have joined forces with the Polish 
Saturday School, the Sheffield Star Mandarin School and the Somali Community School respectively to develop 
teaching materials and lesson plans for Polish, Mandarin Chinese and Somali which will lead to accreditation.  
The Yorkshire clusters are coordinated and supported by the Language College Director at King Edward VII 
School, Eva Lamb. 

All schools involved in the “Our Languages” Project recognise that partnerships between complementary and 
mainstream schools provide benefits to both sectors, create strong community links, increase parent 
involvement and enhance education.  Parity of esteem at school between the languages of Europe and their 
home language is key to boosting the confidence of bilingual pupils and contributes to positive identity 
formation. 

The Yorkshire clusters are working together to develop accreditation of the home languages of their bilingual 
children and also encourage monolingual children to learn community languages.  Silverdale School and King 
Edward VII School enter students from a wide variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds for accreditation in 
their home languages. Springfield Primary School teaches Somali to all its pupils in Year 3, and is delighted with 
the response of both the children and the parents:   

 Parents extend at home what children have learnt in class; the children are then ready to introduce new language in school to 
their non-Somali speaking friends. 

 
 As soon as answering the attendance register in Somali had been introduced, children spontaneously decided to answer the 

dinner register in Somali as well. 

 
 A parent reported that her child, who had always answered in English when she spoke to him in Somali, had begun answering 

in Somali.       
 

                                                                                                                                                        Eva Lamb 
 

 

Language Exchange in Sheffield 

Once more our Language Exchange series, in conjunction with Hallam Volunteering, is getting underway for another 

year.  It takes place at The HUBS, Sheffield Hallam University Union on Paternoster Row opposite the Showroom 

cinema, between 6 and 8 p.m. on each occasion. 
 

The dates for the remaining Exchanges this session are: Tuesday 16th December 2008; Tuesday 3rd February 2009; 
Tuesday 3rd March; Tuesday 21st April & Tuesday 5th May. 

 
Language Exchange is where you want to be if you want to keep up a language you already know something of, or 

start on a language you may have an interest in or a need of.  It is a ‘languages sharing’ experience, relaxed and informal.  

We have had ‘tables’ for as  many as 20 languages, from Arabic to Urdu and including, of course, French, Spanish and 
German.  

Entry is free, and includes a drink and nibbles on arrival.  The only proviso is that you have to be over 18. 
All enquiries to Emily on 0114 225 5002 or by e-mail to e.burns@shu.ac.uk 

 



Off the Shelf 
Languages Sheffield was very pleased to take part, for the first time, in this year’s Off the Shelf festival of 
literature, a month long event in October that is growing in size and significance across the city.  We had displays 
of writing by children in a number of community languages – Arabic, Cantonese, Japanese, Mandarin, Polish, 
Portuguese, Somali and Urdu – at two of the city’s libraries, Highfield and Stocksbridge. 

At Highfield Library, on London Road in Sharrow, we put on a ‘drop-in’ session on Tuesday October 28th.  
There were tables for Arabic, Cantonese, Mandarin, Somali and Urdu, and French.  Children and in one or two 
cases their parents chose their table and sat down to a taster session in the chosen language.  Around the ground 
floor room there were displays of children’s writing, poems and stories, in their home languages, along with 
translations into English. 

At the end of the session, the children came up and performed what they had learnt.  There were some 
outstanding performances in Mandarin and French by an ethnically diverse group of youngsters, and of some songs 
in Urdu.  It was lovely to watch the fascination with which the parents watched these performances.  You could 
almost physically sense that an awareness of the richness of a multilingual medium was taking root.  Let’s hope 
that the memory will stick. 

Many thanks are due to a number of people: to Jane O’Brien, our Complementary Schools Manager, who 
organised the event, and Margaret Walker who collated all the children’s writings, to the tutors – Sarah Chan 
(Cantonese), Shaheen Akhtar (Urdu), Mr. Hamid and Ibtisan Al-Farah on the Arabic table, Joanne Zhu (Mandarin) 

and Mary Williams (French) – and of course to the children and adults who ‘dropped in’. 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„Lost in Translation‟ – The Showroom Cinema support for languages                     

The Showroom has long shown its support for foreign languages and language learning, mainly  
through the efforts of its Education and Outreach Manager, Geraldine Walker. 
 
For some years now, The Showroom has worked with Eva Lamb (King Edward VII and ALL South Yorkshire) to put on 
„Language Days‟ for KS3 learners, in French, Spanish, German and Urdu.  The mornings are given over to language 
enrichment sessions and in the afternoon a film in the language is shown. 
 
Recently the Showroom was awarded an award for being a Business Language Champions from the YH Business 
Champions Language Project 
 
For Key Stage 2, The Showroom has been working with the British Film Institute on using film in language learning.  An event 
this year was a workshop with Y3 and Y4 pupils, (in London) including a Danish film looking at sibling rivalry and French films, 
the Red Balloon and Mr. Hulot.  
 
„Lost in Translation’ is an exciting new development in activities with languages at the Showroom.  Each month from 
September onwards, a foreign language film will be identified and a lecturer or native speaker will lead a discussion about the 
film in the language of the film. There has been a very good uptake so far with up to twenty five people staying behind to 
discuss the film. 
 This will be a big attraction to those speakers of languages who want to keep their knowledge alive and sharp – as is the 
case for those who attend Languages Sheffield‟s „Language Exchange‟ sessions (see announcement in this issue). 
                                                                                                                
Foreign film was also represented in this year‟s „Docfest‟, one of the major cultural events in  
Sheffield‟s cultural calendar.  Dr. Dobson brought over a French documentary film maker,  
with a documentary on housing and homelessness in the suburbs („banlieues‟) of Paris.  In the 
morning the film was shown to A-level students, undergraduate students and in the evening  
to the general public. 
 
The Showroom is building links from within the Universities and there will be links to Spanish 
with a month of Cuban Film in January, Czech films and a visit from a Czech film maker. 

 
Dr. Terry Lamb (University of Sheffield) and Keith Faulkner are organising a conference  
under the auspices of CILT The National Centre for Languages on „Using Film in the  
Language Classroom‟, for PGCE students. And Geraldine has recently been invited onto a  
planning meeting to discuss links with film and the new language diploma. 

 
 

 
Urdu Day: one of the „Sixth Form 
Days‟ organized at The Showroom 
with King Edward VII Language 
College, Sheffield 
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Newsletter by Debi Jones 

A successful Conference with CILT 

Languages Sheffield was very pleased this year to host the annual national 
community languages conference, in conjunction with CILT, The National 
Centre for Languages and Comenius Yorkshire and the Humber.  About 120 
delegates came to the Royal Victoria Holiday Inn for the conference on June 
11th, on the theme ‘Developing practice for the twenty-first century’.  The 
conference was also the occasion for the official launch of the ‘Our 
Languages’ website, the DCSF funded project that explores linkages between 
complementary and mainstream schools. (See the report on the ‘Our 
Languages’ accreditation cluster by Eva Lamb in this issue of ‘Languages 
Link’).  The lunchtime launch, complete with a splendid cake featuring the 
Our Languages logo, celebrated the hard work of the organisations that have 
collaborated on this important project: they are CILT, the SSAT, The National 
Resource Centre (for supplementary/complementary education) and the 
Leicester-based School Development Support Agency (SDSA). 
 
The first keynote speaker was Dr. Lid King, the National Director of 
Languages at DCSF.  Lid paid tribute to the work of the complementary 
sector, and outlined the positive steps that have been taken in recent years 
in England: these include the primary languages entitlement, the Languages 
Ladder and the new secondary curriculum and the development of 
alternatives to GCSE in languages.  He pointed out, however, that we still 
face a challenge in getting policymakers to understand the importance of 
multilingualism and to include it in the big national agendas. 
 
The afternoon plenary was given by Charmian Kenner of Goldsmiths, 
University of London and Angela Creese of the University of Birmingham: 
they described the implications of research for future policy and practice.  
Also from the research field was a fascinating presentation by Farhana 
Zaman of Nottingham Trent University and Sarah Cartwright of CILT of video 
footage taken with a group of London sixth-formers in which they were 
exploring their sense of bilingual identities and their career aspirations.  
 
Alice Harrison of the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust and William 
Skelding, Headteacher at Levenshulme High School in Manchester gave a 
very practical session describing how their ‘Our Languages’ cluster had 
worked in linking the school with a complementary school.  Hilly Day looked 
at the role of Asset Languages in supporting progression, and Cemile Goksan 
of the College of North East London told us about potential developments 
involving community languages in the vocational curriculum.  Community 
languages in the primary school were not overlooked.  CILT’s Joe Brown 
explored curriculum models for and successful classroom strategies from this 
sector. 
 
There were a number of ‘advice sessions’ which focused on the Quality 
Framework for Supplementary Schools (which a number of Sheffield’s 
complementary schools are taking up with the help of Languages Sheffield), 
Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) for community language teachers, and 
international partnerships, the latter introduced by Vicky Gough of the British 
Council. 

 

EVENTS*EVENTS*EVENTS*EVENTS 

 

Association for Language 

Learning South Yorkshire  

Events in Winter/Spring 2009  

Tuesday 6 January , 7 - 9 p.m.: 

Juliet Park (Director of 

Languages, Yewlands Family of 

Schools) on óNVQ Business 

Languages in Year 9ô 

-  this is the last in a series 

of 4 sessions on the New 

Secondary Curriculum in 

Foreign Languages.  For more 

information on this you can 

visit the ALLôs dedicated 

website at http://www.all -

nsc.org.uk/nsc/  

Friday 13 February  

Annual Student Conference 

óYour Future in Europeô  

Both these e vents at King 

Edward VII School, New 

Building, Glossop Road, 

Sheffield  

 

     
Sixth Form Days , at The 

Showroom Cinema, Paternoster 

Row, Sheffield  

French:  Wednesday 4 March  

German:  Wednesday 11 March  

Urdu:  Monday 23 March  

Spanish:  Thursday 26 March  

For furt her information and 

bookings, contact Eva Lamb at 

King  Edward VII School, 

Glossop Road, Sheffield S10 

2PW; phone: 0114 229 6572, or 

email:evalamb@hotmail.com  

 

Foreign Languages Events from 

Sheffield CYPD, Spring Term 

2009  

Primary Languages  ï Regional 

Support Group Meetings  

Monday 26 January, 4 - 6 p.m.  

Wednesday 18
 
March, 4 - 6 p.m.  

Both at Bannerdale  Centre, 

Carterknowle Road, Sheffield  
Tuesday 3

rd
 March  

Secondary MFL 6
th

 Form Network 

Group Meeting, 4.30 - 6 p.m., 

Notre Dame  School, Fulwood 

Road, Sheffield  
Monday 30

th
 March, 4 - 6 p.m.  

Secondary MFL:  Meeting for 

Subject  Leaders,  Bannerdale 

Centre .  
For further information, 

contact Tania Sanders (School 

Improvement Adviser 

(Languages) at the Bannerdale 

Centre, (0114) 293 0978,or 

email: 

Tania.sanders@sheffield.gov.uk  


